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Who We Are:
The Family Self-Sufficiency Data Center



Family Self-Sufficiency Data Center



Describing TANF Caseloads:
What It Looks Like



Beyond Basic Reporting
Basic Aggregate Caseload Reports Longitudinal Caseload Analyses

Presenting Frequencies Count cases and recipients active by 

month, quarter, or year

Contextualize caseload size with 

counts of  entries, exits, and returning 

cases or recipients by month, quarter, 

or year

Presenting Change over Time Changes in overall caseload size over 

time

Identify key drivers of  caseload 

changes (i.e. new cases, change in 

exits, returning cases)

Working with Subpopulations Counts for subpopulations (e.g. case 

type, location, etc.)

Identify cases that move across 

subpopulations

Data Requirements Can be updated by adding new totals 

to existing reports (no historical 

disaggregated data needed)

Require longitudinal disaggregated 

data that can be linked over time by a 

case- and/or individual-identifier
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Why Go Beyond Basic Reporting?



How much turnover is 
there in the TANF 

caseload?
How frequently do 
people who have 
stopped receiving 

TANF return?

Are there differences in 
case trajectories based 
on geography or other 

case characteristics?



What similar questions have you asked?



How: Getting Started with Caseload 
Analyses



Considerations in Historical Data

• Contents and formats are well documented

• Key policy changes are understood and documented

Historical data are 
available

• Are members or cases returning to the system ever issued 
new identifiers?

• How are time-variant identifiers (such as name or address) 
or corrections to static fields (such as birthdate) handled?

Data identify cases and 
members clearly and 
consistently over time

If  these conditions aren’t true today, you can start building a longitudinal 

dataset for the future.



Organizing Longitudinal TANF Data



Spells Data



TANF Data Model

See an example and see it in action: 

https://tinyurl.com/fssdc-powerbi

https://tinyurl.com/fssdc-powerbi


Creating Spells

See code and resources here: 

https://chapinhall.github.io/FSSDC/create_spells/

https://chapinhall.github.io/FSSDC/create_spells/


Analysis Design Considerations

Policy Context

• Have there been policy changes that you would expect to see 
represented in analyses?

• Is it important to review a given analysis by subpopulation?

• What kind of  churn patterns do you expect to see (i.e. cases 
closing or reopening in short periods of  time for administrative 
reasons)?

Data Context

• Have there been changes in the data system or how data are 
recorded that will impact the analysis?

• How are sanctions represented?

• How do you define a case “closing”?

• How are changes in household composition reflected in the 
data?

• How are retroactive payments represented?



Do you have examples of these design 
considerations from your own experience? 

What questions would you add?



Make a Plan: Designing and Preparing for 
Caseload Analyses



See worksheet on 

“Designing and 

Preparing for 

Caseload Analyses.”



What questions do you want to answer? 
How would you proceed to answer them?



Resources



Summary of FSSDC Resources
Power BI 
Examples

https://tinyurl.com/fssdc-powerbi

TANF Data 
Model

See handout or https://www.opressrc.org/content/family-self-
sufficiency-data-center-creating-data-model-analyze-tanf-caseloads

R Spells Code https://chapinhall.github.io/FSSDC/create_spells

Other FSSDC 
Programming 
Resources

https://chapinhall.github.io

https://tinyurl.com/fssdc-powerbi
https://www.opressrc.org/content/family-self-sufficiency-data-center-creating-data-model-analyze-tanf-caseloads
https://chapinhall.github.io/FSSDC/create_spells
https://chapinhall.github.io/


TANF Data Collaborative (TDC)



Get involved with TDC

https://www.tanfdata.org/

https://www.tanfdata.org/


What other resources do you recommend?


