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1. Income Instability and the Safety Net: Considerations for Policy and Practice 

(Authors: Jennifer Romich, Heather Hill, Matt Stagner*) 
 

2. Changing Demography of Social Safety Net Programs (Authors: Yumiko Aratani* 
and Colleen Heflin) 
 

3. Engaging High-Poverty Neighborhoods in Service Improvement (Author: Robin 
Phinney*) 
 

4. Implementing an app to improve TANF program participants’ experiences 
(Author: Sook Jin Ong*) 
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Income instability and the safety net 

 





“Taylor Family 
Income” 

 

Source:  Morduch, Jonathan and Rachel Schneider. 2013. Spikes and Dips: How Income Uncertainty Affects Households.  New York:  Financial Access Initiative.  
http://www.usfinancialdiaries.org/issue1-spikes 



Income volatility is 
increasing in the 
lowest income 
households 

 



Income instability and 
the safety net 

• Increased exposure 
 

• Administrative issues 
 

• Reconsidering goals 
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